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©2023 The Regents of the University of California | Rev. 4/6/23

2

Types of Interim Assessments
Smarter Balanced offers different types of interim assessments based on the granularity of the content.

Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICAs) are designed to measure a broader set of content than Interim Assessment 
Blocks (IABs) and provide a high-level overview of student performance in the same way as summative assessments. 
ICAs are built on similar blueprints to the full-form summative assessments. The ICAs may also be helpful as a source of 
information if a student is new to the state and educational records are not available, when prioritizing the allocation of 
additional instructional support, and as a mid-year progress check.

Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs) 

http://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/landing/playlist
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/
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Features of Interim Assessments
 ● Flexible administration options support local implementation.

 ●



https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/usability-accessibility-and-accommodations-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/bias-and-sensitivity-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/bias-and-sensitivity-guidelines.pdf
https://smart.smarterbalanced.org
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Interim Assessment Security
The interim assessments are considered student-facing and teacher-facing only. This designation provides educators 
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ELA: Grade 4

Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)

Assessment Name Targets Assessed

Grade 4 ELA ICA1 Full range of targets
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ELA: Grade 5

Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)

Assessment Name Targets Assessed

Grade 5 ELA ICA1,2 Full range of targets

Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)



©2023 The Regents of the University of California | Rev. 4/6/23

10

ELA: Grade 6

Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)

Assessment Name Targets Assessed

Grade 6 ELA ICA1 Full range of targets



©2023 The Regents of the University of California | Rev. 4/6/23

11

ELA: Grade 7
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2023–24 MATHEMATICS INTERIM ASSESSMENTS

Math: Grade 3
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Math: High School

Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICAs)

Assessment Name Targets Assessed

Grade 9 Math ICA1
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